
US Draft Gards
Available Online

US Srlrcrlvr SnRvrcn records, or
draft cards, are a valuable research
resource that is often overlooked.
Many assume that an ancestor had
to serve in the military in order to
find a draft card, but ihat is not the
case. In fact, men who were not
even citizens of the US were
required to register. The informa-
tion on the cards may provide the
missing link that allows you to
leap over that brickwall that is hin-
dering your research.

Wonro W,qn I
The draft was first initiated by
President Wilson in 7977 as the US
fought in Europe. Voluntary enlist-
ment no longer
provided the
number of men
required to contin-
ue the fight, so a
draft system was
established to bol-
ster the military
ranks.

There were
three draft regis-
trations during
WWI:
1. On 5 lune 7917,
all men born from
1886 to 1896 were
required to regis-
ter, which equaled
nearly 10 million.
2. On 5 June 1918,
an additional one
million men born from 1896 to
1897 registered.
3. On12 September 1918, all men
from 18 through 45 that had not
previously registered were now
required to, which included the
birth years of7873 to 1886 and
7897 to 1900.

In total, nearly 24 million men
were required to register for the
draft, whether thev were native
born, naturalized citizens or aliens.
Men who were already serving in
the military were not required to
register. What information were
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The VVWI draft card of lohn Estell Rubafts.

Registrants were also asked if
they had a father, mother, wife,
child under 12, or a sister or broth-
er under 12, solely dependent on
them for support. Of note is one
question asking if the registrant
had prior military service, and if so
the rank, branch, number of years,
and nation or state of the military.
Finally, applicants were asked if
they claimed any exemption from
the draft and the grounds for it.

The second draft asked similar
questions with the addition of
sbme important information. In

these men required to provide?
Each registration listed above

asked for slightly different infor-
mation. For the first draft, draftees
were asked to provide their name,
address, date of birth, place of
birth, occupation, empioyel mari-
tal status, race and a physical
description.

One question asks the regis-
trant to identify whether they were
a natural-born citizen, a natural-
ized citrzen, an alien or if they had
declared intention to naturalize. If
the registrant was not a citizen,
they had to indicate the country of
which they were a citizen or sub-
iect.

addition to the draftee's own birth-
place, the card asks for their
iather's birthplace, to include the
city or town, state or province, and
nation. While many of the men
who registered did not know this
information or were not sure, for
those who did provide accurate
information. it mav be a
researcher's only ilue to the place
of origin. One other additional
piece of information is the name
ind address of the nearest relative,
which could include a relative
back in a recent immigrant's home
country.

By the third draft in September
1918, the card was once again

changed. This
time only the birth
date was required,
but, unfortunately,
not the location.
Other questions
remained the
same.

By the comple-
tion of the draft,
nearly 98 percent
of all adult men
under the age of
46had provided
this information.
The cards have
been microfilmed
by the US
National Archives
and Records
Administration

(NARA) and the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Searching can be somewhat diffi-
cult since the cards are organized
alphabetically by draft board. For
larger cities like New York City,
this can be a rather daunting task
that includes, first, finding your
ancestor's address, then the appro-
priate draft board. However, the
Internet has made these searches
much easier. Ancestry.com has
made the images available online
and searchable by name for free.
Cards for all 50 states. as well as
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The WWI druft card of
Orbin Conrad.

the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico, are available.

The Southeast Region of NARA
offers a service to receive copies by mail
for a $10 fee. Addresses are required for
large cities, see the form at http://ftiends
nas.or g /p df Jiles /milit ary /lVWl _Or der
Online.pdf for more information.

For more information, see: |oe
Beine's "Online Indexes & Finding Aids
plus Microfilm Research Guide" at
www. g ene alo gyb r anche s. c om /w orl dw ar one

draftcards.html. For blank samples of the
cards that the men were reouired to fill
out, go to, www.anccst ry.com/saue/charts
MWI.htm.

To see the WWI Draft Registration
Cards of the Rich and Famous, go to
www.rootdig.com/wwi/. It's a fun site
which offers images of the cards of reg-
istrants like Louis Armstrong, Fred
Astaire, Babe Ruth, Norman Rockwell
and George Gershwin.

Wonrn Wan II
In October 1940, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt instituted the first peacetime
draft in US history. The US entered the
war on 8 December 7947, and by the
war's end all men aged 18-65 were
required to register. Because of privacy
laws, there is only one registration avail-
able to the public from this war. The
Fourth Registration, known as the "Old
Man's Registration",was initiated on 27
April1942 and required all men born
between 28 April 1877 and 16 February
1897 to register, or all men between the
ages of 45 and 64 that were not already
in the military.

The ouestions were similar to the
previous drafts and included name,
place of residence, address and tele-

phone, age, date and place of birth,
name and address of a "Derson who will
always know your address", employer,
and a signature. The reverse asked for a
physical description including race,
height, eye and hair color, complexion,
and any physical characteristics "that
will aid in identification".

Since the WWII Draft records were
only recently released, not all states are
available. Only the following states are
available via Ancestry.com: Arkansas,
Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana,
Maryland, New Hampshire, New |ersey
(incomplete), New York (incomplete),
Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode
Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West
Virginia. A subscription is required, but
many libraries allow patrons access via
the library's account.

Other states are still being indexed
and will eventually be online. However,
there is bad news for some researchers.
Cards for the following states were
destroyed before being microfilmed,
and will therefore never be available:
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Tennessee.

In addition to the online database at
Ancestry.com, original copies are avail-
able through both NARA and the
Family History Library.

For more information on WWII
cards, see Michael John Neill's article at
wwzu.r o o t di g. c om /dr aft /w orl dw ar tw o dr aft
cards.html or a KinQuest article at
www.kin qu es t. c om /us g ene aI o gy /ww 2 dr aft
card.php.

The draft cards for both World Wars are
a potential goldmine for US researchers
that are "stuck" in the recent past. First,
it is another source for a birth date, and
perhaps the birth location. If your ances-
tor was rather vague with the birth loca-
tion by indicating only a country, don't
forget to search male relatives for addi-
tional clues. The information on
employer and next of kin can also pro-
vide hints to other avenues of research.
And, of course, there is the trivial, yet
interesting, information such as the sig-
nature or the physical description that
helps us picture what our ancestor may
have looked like if no photos exist. Even
if vou have alreadv researched back sev-
eril generations, the cards can still offer
a more personal glimpse into recent his-
tory.

Donna
Pointkouski,
has been
researching
her Polish
and
Baaarian
ancestors for

almost 20 uears. She has
t aught geie alo gy classes
and msintqins tzoo
prooince pages on
PolandGenWeb.

l r r r r  I  t  L l , r l  r . l : D r  I

L H L s b  6 r .

50 fNfenNgf Genealogy . December/January 2007 zazuza.internet - gene al o gy.com


